
Poddle 8 June 2008

This year we were lucky again for the Wey & Arun Canal Trust annual sponsored
walk.  Sunday was another glorious June day with new green growth, blue sky and
multi coloured wild flowers. 

    

The 15 mile route was centred on Loxwood to allow walkers good views of our
£1.6m restoration project.  Geoff, our skilled route devisor had, with the kindness of
local landowners, come up with an interesting and almost road free “figure of 8”
route. 

Poddlers Leaving the Check In at North Hall

255 walkers gathered at North Hall to register and collect their walk guides.  Many
were old friends who we were glad to see again. The younger dogs were bursting
with excitement. Both dogs and people were provided with appropriate refreshment
at stops around the route.

The morning provided the opportunity to see Sidney Wood, potentially the most
attractive stretch of the canal.  The walk passed lock 12 and 16, marked by a level
change of the canal bed.         



 

Refreshment Point at Rosemary Lane.  Poddlers joined the canal here. 

     

Orchids and foxgloves were flowering beside the canal.



 Below: crossing the canal again on a bridge built by Trust and Waterway Recovery
Group volunteers to link two footpaths.  

  

By now the day was hotting up and the cooling breezes of the lakes were a pleasure.



  

Some chaps couldn’t resist the temptation to cool down.

Back at North Hall a team of volunteers dispensed mountains of food.  Some chose
indoor tables but many enjoyed the shade of the trees.  Tim was in his regular
position serving beer in rivalry with the soft drinks. 

The afternoon started with an open walk through fields and past an old mill to rejoin
the canal at Barnhill Bridge. Vanessa and Richard Smith’s refuge has become a
feature of the Poddle. Considerable willpower is required to move on from this
spread of home made cakes and cool drinks!

Barnsill refreshment point



 Hosts Richard and Vanessa ply walkers with home made goodies.

At Barnsill Bridge the Poddlers rejoined the canal and followed the towpath past
Baldwin’s Knob Lock (Lock 4), Brewhurst Bridge and the newly lengthened and
lowered Brewhurst Lock to the B2133.  Brewhurst marked the beginning of the
£1.6m project being undertaken by the Trust to bring the canal under this busy road.
90% of the cost of this work has been given by members of the Trust and other
private individuals such as Poddlers. 

Brewhurst Lock



The new bridge tunnel

First Man team, Bridget Glynne-Jones and Sandra Wilson, passing the new lock and
horse bridge.



The route continued along the canal and back to the Finish at North Hall where
groups of walkers gathered to enjoy cool drinks and sticky buns.

   The finish at North Hall  

  Jo

Meanwhile Joanne Holcombe the Poddle Organiser set about the task of clearing up
and the Treasurer added up the sums pledged.  To date these total £11,000.  Watch
the website for updates on the total.        


