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We are back to the season of long nights
and short days, and striving to complete the
B2133 Crossing Project. However, the heavy
construction work should be complete by the end
of this year, and it is still our intention to have a
grand opening ceremony for the B2133 crossing
project in 2009. | had hoped to be able to give
more detail by now but pressure from other jobs
seems to have delayed the process. The whole
project has been a massive undertaking,
planning consent was granted in 2004 and there
had already been discussions with the relevant
bodies for over a year by that time. Fundraising
has accompanied this all the time of course. It
has taken the proceeds of three properties,
generous donations from members and friends
of WACT, grants from IWA and Biffaward, and
donations from Charitable Trusts including a
large donation from the late Sir John Smith via
the Manifold Trust.

Sir John was a guest at the Drungewick
Aqueduct opening ceremony in 2003 where he
was impressed by the achievements of WACT.
He was so excited by the prospect of being on
the first boat across the aqueduct that he
declined the offer to join the official party on the
bank.

These two projects owe much to the
tenacity of our Project Manager, Eric Walker
MBE, who will have been to Buckingham Palace
to collect his badge by the time this is read.

| very much regret that, after all the
excellent work the Trust has done in and around
Loxwood, the modern functional but not very
pretty barriers either side of the new bridge
should cause the residents of the village so
much concern. We are talking to officials at West
Sussex County Council (WSCC) to see what
measures could be taken to improve the visual
appearance of the barriers. When the work is
finished and landscaping done they will more
acceptable in any case. You may wonder why
WSCC have to be consulted; it is because that
when they adopt the bridge a year from now they
will be totally responsible for the structure and all
thathappens upon it.

When | moved into Loxwood during the
autumn of 1983, and after a few years settling
into a new farm I, with the support of my family,
set about restoring the Wey & Arun Canal in our
ownership. | was already a canal enthusiast
having worked as a volunteer on the Kennet &
Avon Canal. Initially we had the section of canal
from Baldwin’s Knob Lock to where Barnsill
Bridge stands today cleared of blackthorn and
dredged out, replacing the liquid within its banks
consisting of what looked like black ink and
having a foul smell, with an attractive stretch of
water that the wildlife very soon made home.
This was followed by similar treatment from the
site of Barnsill Bridge

to where the canal then terminated, just short
of where we have our twin slipway today. Having
cleared these two sections of canal there was an
obvious desire to build a bridge to carry the farm
track over the canal thereby connecting the two
pieces of waterway.

At this time | joined the Trust and the
Trust Engineer at that time, Richard Lamey,
designed Barnsill Bridge to look similar to other
existing bridges along the canal butin a way that
used modern construction methods. These
works gave the Trust the basis for further works
which, with the benefit of a 99 year lease and
through time, has led to the navigable section we
use today. | am not writing my autobiography but
explaining how 25 years ago there were no nice
walks along an attractive canal, just muddy
paths bordered by a line of dense scrub of little
value to man or beast. We now have an amenity
appreciated by local residents and visitors, which
they do in large numbers.

For those of you who ring the WACT
office at the Granary you may detecta new voice
on the telephone. Mrs Pat Hargreave has had to
leave us after 18 months for personal reasons
and | welcome Mrs Julia Hopkin in her place
doing the Monday and Wednesday slots.

Baldwin’s Knob Lock has recently had
a “make over” with the accumulation of silt being
removed from the chamber, walk ways fitted to
the top gates and the bottom gates being lifted
by 25mm allowing them to pivot a lot easier than
they have for some time. | rarely get the
opportunity of getting dirty on work parties these
days but somehow | got to be leader for this one.
Another job to be tackled shortly will be
modifications to some of the winding holes and
to the trolley on the large boat slipway at
Drungewick to accommodate the Ilarger
dimensions of the new electric boat

Recently several of us had the pleasure
of taking Hugh Potter, long time editor and now
consultant editor of “Waterways World”, along
the canal to show progress on restoration for a
future article in that publication.

Where to in the future? | would see
extensions made to the navigable section as and
when the necessary permissions and/or funds
are available. Work at the northern end of the
canal to determine a route to connect with the
River Wey continues. Other small works can be
carried out over the entire length of the canal. As
with normal practice a strategy will be published
after the Council of Management meeting in May
2009
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| have been more grumpy than usual this year when ideas come up for spending money
on anything other than the Loxwood Crossing project. It has been a long haul to get this
far. We plan to have a Grand Opening, perhaps in May 2009, to celebrate the completion.
How else can we thank those who contributed to the funding of it all, quite apart from
recognizing Eric’s dedicated work and the many other volunteers who have made it
possible? With our new boat we want to have everything shipshape and
Bristol fashion in time for the 2009 boating season. We have to scrimp and save to make
sure that we can achieve this. It is great to hear of ideas for restoring other parts of our
canal, but their proponents will have to be patient until we can say that paying for the
Crossing Project is done and dusted.

We have paid off the main contractor (Thorne’s) for the bridge/tunnel - which cost a
whisker under half a million. Work was then needed on three corners of the bridge. The
Bridge is not triangular — the fourth corner of the bridge/tunnel is already complete. Mike
Burras’ and his men from Hayling Island needed £156,000 for this work. The fitting-out of
Loxwood Lock with its gates and a further larger pump will cost about £45,000. As | write
this, in late October, we have spent nearly £1.5M on the Project. The absolute final cost,
including a dowry to the County to adopt the bridge in October '09 (a commutation fee of
£44,000), will be in the region of £1.75M.

These figures may not seem large for those readers who have followed the world’'s
financial turmoil. Then there were billions, and even trillions, being bandied about as freely
as the worthless bundles of paper which helped provoke the crisis. Even so, they are big
sums for an outfit the size of WACT. We could not have got to the end of the Crossing
Project without repeated and generous support from our members and from Charitable
Trusts who have continued to keep faith with what we are doing. | do not know of any
other of the 159 canal societies affiliated to the IWA who are taking on a task of this size
without being in a partnership with local authorities.

Long-standing members will know that we don’t have reserves of money. Our policy has
been to appeal for money when we need it, and spend it almost at once. | have not had
the problem of some charities and local authorities in squirrelling away large sums in an
attempt to score a fractional percentage point of interest. The Trust, like many members,
has been concerned that even High Street banks might foreclose. So few experts forecast
the crisis that | was wary of those pundits who were firmly punding that the Government
would never let a High Street bank fold. Unusually for a stingy treasurer, | was quite glad
to pay off the big invoices for the Crossing Project before the pundits once again proved to
have feet of clay.

An unusual year has passed. A Chinese curse is “May you have to live on your salary”. It
will be interesting to see what 2009 brings, what the Trust's income will be and what
projects we can fund.
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Peter Beresford, Founder Member, WACT Chairman 1975 — 1997, now a Vice-President
John Wood, MBE, Hon. Secretary 1975 — 1997, now a Vice-President
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A look at what some of the Working Party Groups have been doing in the past few months. Compiled by
Wendy Andrews.

LEADER: Eric Walker on 023 9246 3025 MEETS: Every Thursday and Sunday

August was a quiet month apart from starting to fit the lock gate walkways at Drungewick.
In September we did some tidying up at the Loxwood crossing once the contractor had finished at the site.
Thank you to David Kersley for his help with disposing of the rubbish.

The bridleway sign to the west of the road, which had been removed and put into safe storage during the
building of the bridge, was put back in its place even though the bridleway won’t be reopened until
December.

One of the things required for the new boat is an electricity supply. Putting the (cable) pulling chamber in the
North West corner of the bridge was a challenge. It took days to put the chamber in; well actually, finding
the duct the contractor had put in took most of the time! It was David Kersley who made his way to Gatwick
to get the rising chamber elements and the lid. Draw rope was put in the ducts across the road. Next it was
David Ball to the rescue who dived into his van and pulled out lots of drain rods with the comment ‘Don’t
ask where these have been!’

Another requirement for the new boat is a water supply. The location for the meter has been agreed, the
cheque to Southern Water was paid some time ago. All we had to do is put in the pipe. First the tap and
connecting pipe for the meter were installed. Three weeks later Southern Water installed the water meter and
connected the tap to it. Meanwhile, using a small digger from Burras, the water pipe from the bridge to the
boat watering point, where $% is usually moored, was installed. Finally in very wet weather the trench for
the water pipe was excavated by hand up the bridge wing wall to the tap. Well done Len Hasler and Dan
Rolt! With the water pipe in place the bank can now be built up to its finished height.

October saw Baldwin’s Knob gates lifted (shims under both heel posts) by Peter Foulger and Phil Broadley
and the walkways were fitted to the top gates. Then the stop planks were removed, all but the bottom one
which David Kersley found a few days later floating under Barnsill Bridge. It had been noted when the lock
was pumped down that that plank was not in the slot but held by the lock wall.

Tasks around the bridge are gradually getting done. The gate to Knebbs Field (in the NE corner of the
bridge) has been put back, so that now, with the water meter in place, the track can be resurfaced and the
hedge replaced. At the same point of the bridge there is to be a short fence and gate for crew access to the
boat. Then steps from this gate to the canal wall have to be installed, again for crew access. A start was made
putting fences on the NW corner of the bridge. One will go down the wing wall; the other will go behind the
kerb along the road. This latter fence is to have a hedge planted behind it.

Also in the North East corner of the bridge a (cable) pulling chamber is to be installed, as in September in the
North West corner, for the electricity supply for the new boat. In the NW corner of the bridge there will be
three service ducts, two street drain ducts and a back of wall drain.



One of the first jobs Burras did when they arrived on site was to put in the ‘L.’ shape units to complete the
wall from the bridge to the bridleway behind the Onslow. When Burras has finished to the west of the road
the machines will ‘escape’ under the bridge and out to the road, to clear the site. This limits to some extent
how much of the wall can be completed by the volunteers, but most of it can.

To the west of the road Burras is making good progress and by the middle of November it might be possible
to start laying the bricks on the NW wall, between the bridge and lock.

Access to Devil’s Hole Lock is not available yet, so work there is further delayed. Not to worry; there is lots
to do. Busy times ahead!

LEADER: John Empringham on 01483 562657 MEETS: Mondays, usually twice a month.

Like all the other working parties, August, September and October have been busy months for us to the
extent that, in order to meet our own commitments at our nine sites and meet requests from others, we have
had to supplement our normal twice monthly meetings. We have completed the repainting of Haybarn Swing
Bridge; it now looks a ‘treat’ and as part of our normal twice monthly visits we always open the bridge to
canal traffic to ensure it works. Well you never know a boat might come along!

At the request of David Junkison we have had two outings to the Winston Harwood site at Lordings; in early
August trimming the hedges at the Flood Lock which were over 12 feet high in places requiring considerable
effort to bring them under control. Also in September we mowed and strimmed the sides of the flood lock
and other parts of the site as well as raking and tiding up debris as a result of the unseasonal flooding in
August.

Other work included giving special attention to the Three Compasses Bridge site in preparation for the small
boat rally on 6™ October, using our mowers and strimmers to good effect in Tickner’s Heath yard following a
request from Dave Kersley and, on the west side of the bridge at Loxwood, seeding the verge and cutting
back the roadside hedge to improve the sightlines for motorists.

Contact: Tony Clear on 01903 774301 MEETS: Every Thursday

No report from the group this time. They generally work at the Southern end, at Lordings when access across
the sometimes muddy fields permits, otherwise plans are in progress to be busy in the area around Rowner
this winter. New recruits are always welcome.

! n
LEADER: Situation Vacant MEETS: Most Tuesday mornings

Please contact Turlough Bamber if you are interested in leading the team which looks after the Trust’s
assorted collection of tools and equipment, many of which have been kindly donated and are in their dotage
and in need of much tender loving care. Anyone with an engineering or mechanical background would be
welcomed with open arms.

1 #" #
LEADER: Keith Nichols on 01403 753882 MEETS: Certain days during the winter months

So far this season the team has spent 4 days hedge trimming at Brewhurst, Harsfold and Baldwin’s, which
amounts to just under 1 kilometre of hedge (longer than most people’s garden!). The remainder will be left
to the mercy of the flail.



On 28" October we started preparations for laying in the Drungewick Aqueduct area, clearing out unwanted
material from 100m of hedge. Much sweat was replaced with tea, coffee and water; the beer came much
later.

So far we’ve had 5 days of reasonable weather - only 2 light showers which doesn’t equate to real British
weather since by now we should have expected to see snow, torrential rain, hail, gales, thunderstorms and a
plague of frogs. I believe in global warming due to the lack of those things, especially the frogs.

We only have 200m of not very tall, scrappy hedge to lay this season but our efforts should make most of it
thicken up over the next few years.

That’s all folks, for now. Season’s Greetings to all and sundry from the Hedge Laying Team.

# P # !
LEADER: Peter Wilding on 01483 422519 MEETS: Every Wednesday

Peter is always grateful for help with keeping the navigable section of the canal in good working order,
mowing and trimming, painting and maintenance at the locks.

LEADER: Peter Jackman on 01483 772132 MEETS: Every Wednesday

Peter’s group turns its hand to most things except heavy construction work. They usually work in the
Northern section but have been known to travel over the border into West Sussex. They’re a sociable team
and newcomers are made very welcome. See Peter’s piece on Page 25.

RECYCLING - John Wood
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Tina Hills has told us about her very good website. It has loads of pictures of our canal. Have a look
at http://www.victory4wifi.co.uk/gallery/view album.php?set albumName=Wey-and-Arun-New-

Loxwood-Road-Crossing for a start.


http://www.weyandarun.co.uk/
http://www.victory4wifi.co.uk/gallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=Wey-and-Arun-New-Loxwood-Road-Crossing
http://www.victory4wifi.co.uk/gallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=Wey-and-Arun-New-Loxwood-Road-Crossing
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