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11 Issue 146 Grand Opening

GRAND OPENING on Saturday 9* of May 2009
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RESTORATION ROUND-UP

A look at what some of the Working Party Groups have been doing in the past few months.
Compiled by Wendy Andrews.

# $

THE THURSDAY/SUNDAY GROUP
LEADER: Eric Walker on 023 9246 3025 MEETS: Every Thursday and Sunday.

October saw Baldwins Knob gates lifted (shims under both heel posts) by Peter Foulger and Phil Broadley
and the walkways were fitted to the top gates. Then the stop planks were removed, apart from the bottom one
which David Kersley found a few days later floating under Barnsill Bridge. Its absence had been noted when
the lock was pumped down because the plank was not in the slot but held by the lock wall.

The group had a happy time using May Upton to move concrete armorlock blocks from Barnsill to
Drungewick, for use in the erosion prevention scheme following the lowering of the bank around the
winding hole. Since then there have been two very testing times with one flood being very severe.

The water supply for the boat group has been put in at last. First the tap and connecting pipe for the meter
were installed. Three weeks later Southern Water installed the water meter and connected the tap to it.
Meanwhile, using a small digger from Burras, the water pipe from the bridge to the boat watering point,
where ZK is usually moored, was installed. Finally in very wet weather the trench for the water pipe was
excavated by hand up the bridge wing wall to the tap. Well done to Len Hasler and Dan Rolt. With the water
pipe in place the bank can now be built up to its finished height.

Tasks around the bridge are gradually getting done. The gate to Knebbs Field (in the NE corner of the
bridge) has been put back, so that with the water meter in place, the track can be resurfaced and the hedge
replaced. At the same point of the bridge there is to be a short fence and gate for boat crew access. To the
NW of the bridge a (cable) pulling chamber was installed for the electricity supply for the new boat.

Access to Devil’s Hole Lock (DHL) is not available yet so work there is further delayed.

THE MONDAY WORKING PARTY GROUP (“Keeping Up Appearances”
LEADER: John Empringham on 01483 562657 MEETS: Mondays, usually twice a month.

In early November we completed the final ‘roundup’ of our regular sites with overdue visits to Devil’s Hole
and Loxwood New locks, delayed by the difficulty in obtaining access caused by the construction of the new
bridge. We completed cutting back the hedge at Loxwood to improve sightlines for motorists and continued
preparing the verges by the new bridge for seeding.

Our winter programme commenced by meeting a request from Peter Wilding to cut reeds at Drungewick and
to give the roadside hedge a good ‘haircut’ at the same location. Early in December we paid our annual tidy
up visit to the restored Malham lock and Bignor Bridge. The morning of the December Navvies lunch day
saw our return to Sidney Wood to tidy up the towpath bank from Firtree Copse to lock 16. As this is around
1,500 yards it takes time so we spent both our January days there and the work will continue into February,
weather permitting



THE WINSTON HARWOOD GROUP
Contact: Tony Clear on 01903 774301 MEETS: Every Thursday.

No report from the group this time. They generally work at the Southern end, at Lordings when access
across the sometimes muddy fields permits. Recently they’ve been busy clearing around Rowner Lock, just
north of Newbridge. New recruits are always welcome.

TICKNERS HEATH DEPOT
LEADER: John Smith on 01903 235790 MEETS: Most Tuesday mornings.

Thank you and welcome to John Smith and Tony Rozier who have come forward to take over responsibility
for the depot at Tickners Heath and to lead the team which looks after the Trust’s assorted collection of tools
and equipment. Many of these have been kindly donated, are in their dotage, and need much tender loving
care. Anyone with an engineering or mechanical background would be welcome to join them

KEITH NICHOLS’ HEDGE LAYING GROUP
LEADER: Keith Nichols on 01403 753882 MEETS: Certain days during the winter months.

Since the last edition of Wey-South, when we hadn’t started this season’s hedge laying, and as of January
28" we have layed 127m and bound 120m in 5 visits, leaving 67m to lay down at Drungewick.

The weather has been interesting to say the least with the ground being either frozen (2 — 3 inches of ice on
the canal) or soggy, so very slippery. Then, all the flooding has shown up the old river course south of the
new aqueduct to great effect. It’s never dull down there, we were treated on one day to a continuous display
by the Barn Owl from 10.00 until 16.30, which was a joy to watch, and also an extremely low flying
exhibition by a Sparrow Hawk which only just missed the back of Dave’s head.

We have planted into the hedge, to ‘gapup’, another 28 saplings of hawthorn, crab apple, hazel, field maple
and cherry. For every tree the Trust cuts down WACT plants between 10 and 100 new ones which I think is
very good.

If you think that we all eat sandwiches for lunch, then think again: on the day we had two bonfires to burn
unwanted material I treated the group to baked potatoes with butter and bacon cooked over the fire. Luxury
or what!

THE L.OXWOOD LINK MAINTENANCE UNIT
LEADER: Peter Wilding on 01483 422519 MEETS: Every Wednesday.

Peter is always grateful for help with keeping the navigable section of the canal in good working order,
mowing and trimming, painting and maintenance at the locks.

THE MID-WEEK WORKING PARTY (MWWP)
LEADER: Peter Jackman on 01483 772132 MEETS: Every Wednesday.

Peter’s group turns its hand to most things except heavy construction work. They usually work in the
Northern section but have been known to travel over the border into West Sussex. They’re a sociable team
and newcomers are made very welcome.
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Working Party Attendance/Publicity
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